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PUBLIC SECTOR REVIEW — DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD 
94. Hon COLIN DE GRUSSA to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 
Thank you, Madam President. My congratulations to you on your election as President. 
Given the minister has committed to more jobs being created in regional WA as a result of the proposed 
public-sector renewal — 
(1) When the department of agriculture is moved into the new department of Primary Industries and 

regional development, with the minister commit to decentralising agriculture back to regional WA? 
(2) If yes, what locations will the minister commit to locating staff? 
(3) If no to (2), why not? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. It is a great pity that we did not hear more from the member, perhaps in his 
other capacities, during the last eight and a half years, when the Department of Agriculture and Food suffered 
very brutal cuts. More than 500 jobs were ripped out of DAFWA under the former Liberal–National 
government. I was always amazed that the National Party never raised serious concerns about that. 
There is no doubt that the department became more centralised under the previous government. Previously, 
45 per cent of employees were based in the regions. Under the former government, that figure dropped to 
41 per cent. Indeed, some regions have lost almost all their staff. The Esperance office, which I know the 
member would be very concerned about, went from 44.4 FTEs to 23.5 FTEs. I assure the member—I am sure 
I will have his support—that our aim when we merge these two agencies is that over the next three to four years 
we will see a substantial move of staff out to the regions. 
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